SPEAKER BIOS
JOSÉ COLUCCI
José A. Colucci Ríos is the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) –
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) Southeast Regional Manager that includes nine states
along the east coast and the Gulf of Mexico from North Carolina to Louisiana, inland Tennessee
and Puerto Rico. Previously, he was a professor and held several administrative positions at the
University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez such as Department Director, Associate R&D Dean and R&D
Center Director. In addition, he worked for Union Carbide for eight years from Research Engineer
to Market Manager in the Polymers, Specialty Chemicals and Solvents & Coatings divisions. Jose
is located in Gaithersbug, Maryland.

DEAN L. SCHNEIDER,
PH.D., P.E.
Dr. Schneider is the Co-Director of the Gulf Coast Regional Manufacturing Center within the Texas
A&M Energy Institute, a regional operation of the Clean Energy Smart Manufacturing Innovation
Institute. He is responsible for Institute operations in the Texas-Louisiana region. He and his
staff works with regional members to develop and implement Smart Manufacturing technologies in
the region as well as providing outreach and training to both industry and researchers in Smart
manufacturing.

Previously, Dr. Schneider was Director of Manufacturing Operations and Process Engineering
Division at the Texas Center for Applied Technology (TCAT), an applied research center under the
Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station (TEES). His group provided support to industry and
governmental agencies for process improvement, manufacturing technology, and test & evaluation.
Dr. Schneider was also responsible for coordinating TEES’ participation in large-scale
manufacturing initiatives and industry collaborations. During his time at TCAT, Dr. Schneider
successfully developed and managed over $3M in test and evaluation projects and over $7M in

technology application and support projects including the development and implementation of
water and power distribution technologies to improve conditions in border communities along the
Texas/Mexico border, as well as teaching high school students about engineering by helping them
design and build 8 ft wind turbines.

A retired Air Force research and development engineer, Dr. Schneider’s experience includes
various human-centered management and test & evaluation positions as well as a faculty
appointment at the Air Force Institute of Technology. Dr. Schneider is a Senior Member of the
IEEE, a member of SME, and has been recognized as a Texas A&M Regents Fellow and a TEES
Center Fellow. Dr. Schneider earned his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Texas at Austin specializing in robotics and reliability. He has a MS Electrical Engineering from
the Air Force Institute of Technology and a BS Electrical Engineering from Texas A&M University.

JIM O’ROURKE
Jim O’Rourke is an Academic Account Manager with OSIsoft LLC’s academic team. He is
responsible for OSIsoft’s strategic relationships with universities in Texas and the southwestern
US. Jim also identifies and develops key alliances with commercial companies and consortia in
the academic space, including CESMII, Esri and National Instruments.

Jim has been with OSIsoft for 20+ years. Prior to his current academic role, he was responsible
for power & utility sales in Texas, led sales in Russia for two years, and was US federal partner
manager for three years.

Prior to joining OSIsoft, Jim worked at Biles & Associates, primarily in business development. He
is a graduate of New Jersey Institute of Technology. Jim lives in Houston.

SCOTT ROGERS
Scott Rogers is a principal and Technical Director for Noble Plastics, Inc. Having received a
Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering from LSU, Scott has focused his career efforts on the
areas of product and manufacturing systems design. Noble Plastics is located in Grand Coteau,
north of Lafayette Louisiana, and serves the industrial, consumer, and defense industries as a
custom manufacturer of components and industrial automation systems.

